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“Giving the Holocaust the Faces of Children” by Enid Weiss


More than 50 years after the Holocaust, nearly 2,000 children are memorializing a similar number of youths who died in Nazi concentration camps.


The book “French Children of the Holocaust” by Serge Klarsfeld told of 11,000 children from all over Europe who were sent to France for safety, then arrested and deported to Auschwitz. His book provides details and photos of many of the children. But for about 2,000 children, whose names appear on deportation lists for the concentration camp, no photos could be found.


Marlboro artist Pia Cyrulnik wanted to give those children faces and to make the Holocaust real for young students.


The result: A giant mural with faces of those children drawn by students from nine Marlboro and East Brunswick schools. It will be on display May 4 at Marlboro’s Interfaith Holocaust Remembrance Day at Marlboro High School. 


Cyrulnik wanted to show that such a project wouldn’t frighten children. And the children were amazed at how much they learned about respecting and enjoying each other’s differences. 


“I wanted to show people we could work together as a community on something,” said Cyrulnik, whose father is a Holocaust survivor. In doing so it also empowers the kids who participated. “We have shown them… we can stand up and say, ‘No, this can’t happen here.’”


Each child was given a name and age of a child who had perished in Auschwitz and had a blank outline drawing of a head and shoulders. The student gave each child a face.


Eleven-year-old Zach Weinberg, a 6th grader at Asher Holmes Elementary in Marlboro, was recently helping to assemble the mural with about 20 other children from his class. They were having fun, but also deeply aware of the seriousness of the project. He drew a face for a 16-year-old girl name Elise.


“While I was drawing her, I though, ‘these teenagers never had an identity,’” Zach said. “I felt bad for them. I hope it never happens again.”



Many of the children drew their faces with pigtails or baseball hats. Most gave their child the same color hair as the artist. These children were not far away figments of the past, but very real to the students who volunteered their free time to work on the project. 

Eleven-year-old Andrew Carro, also a sixth-grader, was one who gave his face a hairstyle similar to his.


“I thought it was said,” Carro said about what he learned. “People my age got killed for no reason.”


Vivian Feinstein, who lives in Marlboro, was on hand as a parent volunteer to help the students. Her daughter, Danielle, a second-grader at Asher Holmes, created a face for the project. Parents had been informed about the project by a letter sent home from school.


“When I read the letter, I was very moved,” said Feinstein, an office manager at her husband’s dental practice. Feinstein’s parents are Holocaust survivors.


“When I look at the faces the children have drawn,” she said, “It reminds me of Klara and Bandi, and I think of them.”

Klara and Bandi, younger siblings of Feinstein’s mother, were killed at Auschwitz.


The goal for the project was to make sure students understood that atrocities like the Holocaust must never happen again, said Denise Coleman, a sixth grade teacher at Asher Holmes Elementary. She also taught her class about Japanese internment camps in the U.S. and other aspects of World War II. 


Coleman and many other teachers used the project as a way to introduce students to tolerance and diversity issues, according to Marc Gaswirth, acting superintendent of the Marlboro school district. 

After meeting with Cyrulnik and school administrators, officials decided involve students in fifth through eighth grades. Principals who wished to involve additional grades were free to do so. Students were given a worksheet to take home explaining the project with a blank face to draw in. Those who wished to participate brought the faces back colored in.


Students from Solomon Schechter schools in Marlboro and East Brunswick were also involved as well as children from the Chittick Elementary School’s fourth grade in East Brunswick. “Our children were giving dead children an identity,” Gaswirth said. 

