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“Art You Can Sit On” by Andrea Rosengarten


When Pia Cyrulnik’s children paint on the furniture, she can only say that the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.


Cyrulnik, a Marlboro resident for eight years, is a painted. But canvas is not her primary medium. Cyrulnik paints murals on furniture. 


Cyrulnik, who has a master’s of fine arts degree, has been an accomplished artist for 15 years. When family members learned that she wanted to pursue art as a career, they patiently explained to her that she would have to go into computer graphics.


“I was always told you can’t make money being an artist,” Cyrulnik said.


So she set out to prove them wrong and now Cyrulnik’s furniture murals are on display in galleries throughout the country. She is commissioned by corporate as well as residential clients. She is asked to work on projects ranging from corporate conference tables to bedroom sets.

“I really enjoy painting on furniture. I don’t paint decorations. I paint murals. Painting on furniture gives it more life. It’s more three-dimensional,” the artist explained.


“I am able to paint a person’s special interest, to personalize something in their home or office that depicts who they are or what they want to say,” explained Cyrulnik. “I’ve painted the interior of a beach house on the mantel of someone who loved the shore. I’ve painted a beach scene on a bedroom set with details like their dog resting on a lounge chair.


“Protected with polyurethane, my work is really functional art. It becomes the focal point of a room.”


Cyrulnik is presently working on a 12-foot conference table and 12 chairs for ATI Telecommunications offices in the World Trade Center, New York.


She said an executive commissioned the work because the company was looking for a friendlier, more inviting board room.

Explained Cyrulnik, “Dealing with international clients, the company executives felt they wanted a less frightening environment in which to do business. Commenting on the mural opens up the door to conversation.”


ATI’s conference table mural consists of a telephone and a large world globe with satellites glowing and pointing to those countries with which they do business.


Cyrulnik complemented the table with chairs made in the 1940s. She painted a telephone on each chair (a princess phone, a flip phone, a pay phone, etc.) depicting the telephone as it developed through the ages.


“I feel grateful that I have clients with a vision,” the artist said. “They look at my work as an icebreaker for their own clients.” My work is groundbreaking and they see that painting and drawing have changed and will continue to change with the turn of the century.


“I view my work and attribute my successes to a natural merger of my artistic abilities, marketing abilities and discipline.”


Cyrulnik works at her art studio in Marlboro. Her two children get off the school bus and play in the studio while she works.


“While other children play soccer, my children paint,” she noted.


Because of their early exposure to art, Cyrulnik’s children are knowledgeable of art technique and quality.


“They’re well-versed in what’s hot and what’s not in the galleries,” she said. “At a recent outing to a gallery, people were amazed when they heard my 7-year-old comment that a piece didn’t have enough polyurethane. She was right.”


Cyrulnik’s work can be seen in a local art gallery at Between the Sheets on Long Beach Island.

